
 
 

“Pilgrims, Pints, and Poets” 
St Rose of Lima Parish Pilgrimage  

June 22nd - July 1st 2019 
 
Sat June 22 Welcome to Ireland! (fáilte go hÉirinn!) Meet in Dublin. Drop bags and check in to Iveagh 

Garden Hotel at 72/74 Harcourt St, St Kevin’s Dublin. Free day to relax, nap, or explore 
the city. Choose to tour Christ Church and/or St Patrick’s Cathedral and/or the crypt at St 
Michan’s Church (see handout for suggestions and online ticket info, please book 
ahead!) Group dinner at Quays (pronounced “Keys”) in the Temple Bar section of Dublin. 
Sleep at Iveagh Garden Hotel. 

 
Sun June 23 Enjoy a full Irish breakfast at the hotel. Meet at St Mary’s Pro Cathedral at 83 

Marlborough Street for 9:30 am Mass. After Mass, enjoy a leisurely lunch at a café or 
restaurant of your choice and then meet at Trinity College for the Book of Kells exhibit, 
the world’s most famous medieval illuminated manuscript of the Gospels. Afterwards, 
enjoy a free afternoon to explore Dublin.  See handout for some options and their 
websites (EPIC, the Irish Emigration Museum, St James’ Whiskey Distillery Tour, the 
Guinness Warehouse Tour and Gravity Bar, Dublinia: The Viking Experience, 
Kilmainham Gaol (jail) Tour, the Hop on Hop Off Bus Tour – tickets available online. 
Please choose and book ahead!) Free evening in Dublin to have a leisurely dinner at a 
restaurant of our choice. Sleep at Iveagh Garden Hotel. 

 
Mon June 24 Enjoy a full Irish breakfast at the hotel. Meet at 9 am in the lobby to take our coach north 

to County Meath and the Boyne River Valley. Start the day with a guided tour of Knowth, 
the Neolithic passage grave and World Heritage Site dating to 3,200 BC. Relax in 
Brambles café for a light lunch. Next stop, the Hill of Slane for a guided tour of the 
legendary site of St Patrick’s Paschal fire in 433 AD. Leave Slane to climb the Hill of 
Tara, the ancient seat of the High Kings of Ireland. End our day in County Meath with a 
guided tour of Trim Castle, the 12th century Norman castle, the largest castle of its era in 
Ireland and the location for Mel Gibson’s movie Braveheart. Free evening in Dublin to 
have a leisurely dinner at a restaurant of your choice. Sleep at Iveagh Garden Hotel. 
   

Tues June 25:  Enjoy a full Irish breakfast at the hotel. Meet at 9 am in the lobby with your luggage to 
board the coach for our trip west. First stop is the early 13th century Maynooth Castle, the 
seat of political power for the region and the home of the Great Earl of Kildare, who 
governed Ireland in the name of the King of England in the 15th century. Visit Maynooth 
College, Ireland’s National Seminary established in 1785, for a guided tour of the grounds 
and the world’s largest choir chapel. After lunch in Maynooth, leave County Kildare for a 
guided tour of the 6th century monastic site of Clonmacnoise on the River Shannon. 
Leave County Offaly for Galway, the arts capital of Ireland. Check in at Park House Hotel 
in Galway City. Grab a quick bite before Trad on the Prom, Ireland’s award-winning 
evening of traditional music and dance on the promenade, and watch the sun go down on 
Galway Bay. Sleep at The Park House Hotel. 

 
Wed June 26: Enjoy an early full Irish breakfast at the hotel. Meet in the lobby at 8 am to board our 

coach for a day trip north to County Mayo to tour and worship at Ireland’s premier 



pilgrimage site and National Marian Shrine, Knock, where an apparition of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph, Saint John the Evangelist, a lamb, and a cross appeared to 
fifteen villagers on August 21st, 1879. Attend Mass with Fr Mateo celebrating at 11 am in 
the Apparition Chapel. Leave Knock to drive west to the grotto at the base of Croagh 
Patrick, Ireland’s holiest mountain, known locally as “The Reek.” Rising 2,500 feet over 
Clew Bay, Crough Patrick has been the site of holy pilgrimages for over 5,000 years, 
predating Patrick’s arrival in Ireland in the 5th century. In 441 AD, Patrick is said to have 
fasted on its summit for forty days. Pilgrims from all over the world climb Croagh Patrick 
in his honor and as penance year-round, many doing so barefoot. On “Reek Sunday,” the 
last Sunday of July, over 25,000 climb it in one day. Return to Galway City by way of 
Westport, Ireland’s Georgian jewel, multi-time winner of Ireland’s “Tidy Town” contest and 
2012 winner of “Best Place to Live in Ireland” award for a cup of tea or some quick 
shopping.  Return to Galway for a free evening to relax and enjoy the city. Sleep at The 
Park House Hotel.  

 
Thu June 27: Enjoy a full Irish breakfast at the hotel. Meet in the lobby with your luggage to board our 

coach for a drive along the coast road of County Clare and the Burren, Ireland’s 
limestone landscape formed 340 million years ago as a sea bed sea and scoured by 
receding glaciers 10,000 years ago alive with Alpine flowers in the nooks and crannies of 
the ancient rock formations. Stop by the Poulnabrone Dolmen, a Neolithic portal tomb 
dating between 4200 BC and 2900 BC, then for lunch in Doolin, a tiny village with a 
global reputation as a traditional music hub. Next, walk the wind-swept path above the 
Cliffs of Moher with your camera ready, photograph the spectacular 700-foot cliffs that 
crash into the wild Atlantic below. Learn all about their formation and history in the 
museum, shop in their craft shops, or enjoy a cup of tea in the café.  On to our hotel in 
Ennis and check in at the Temple Gate. Our day ends with a medieval banquet and show 
at 15th century Bunratty Castle. Sleep at Temple Gate Hotel in Ennis. 

 
Fri June 28: Enjoy a full Irish breakfast at the hotel. Meet in the lobby with your luggage to board our 

coach to leave Ennis for a short boat ride to Holy Island on Lough Derg to tour the ruins 
of monastery founded by St. Colum in the 6th century and attacked by Viking raiders in 
the 9th and 10th centuries. Leave Holy Island and enter County Tipperary for a guided tour 
of The Rock of Cashel, the medieval provincial seat of Munster’s high kings and the site 
of St Patrick’s conversion of the province from the Celtic polytheism led by Druidic priests 
to Christianity. End the day in Kilkenny at the sumptuous Lyrath Estate Hotel and Spa. 

 
Sat June 29: Enjoy a full Irish breakfast at the hotel. Spend the day puttering around Kilkenny to shop, 

visit Kilkenny Castle, or Kilkenny Design Workshops, or stay at Lyrath Estate to relax and 
take advantage of their pool and hot tub, gym, or spa, or stroll the stunning grounds with 
the resident golden retrievers, Ringo, Reilly and Rudy. End the day with a group farewell 
dinner in the hotel’s dining room. Sleep at Lyrath Estate Hotel.  

 
Sun June 30: Enjoy a full Irish breakfast at the hotel. Meet in the lobby with your luggage for 11 am 

Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral in Kilkenny. After Mass, leave Kilkenny for a drive east 
through Wicklow to Glendalough, a 6th century monastic settlement founded by St Kevin, 
nestled in the lush green mountains and beside two lakes, which flourished for 500 years. 
Our guided tour will lead us through the site which includes a thousand-year-old round 
tower and the ruins of early medieval churches, then allow time for us to explore the 
picturesque lakes and valley. This is our last stop on the tour and we leave Wicklow for 
County Dublin and the Holiday Inn Express near Dublin Airport for a relaxing evening to 
repack and rest before flying home.  

    
Mon July 1: Take the hotel shuttle to Dublin Airport to fly home and plan your next visit to Ireland’s green 

fields and rocky shores, because Ireland always beckons!  Tabhair aire agus slán abhaile! 
 
                        



2019 Pilgrims, Pints, & Poets Tour Price: 

$2,600 per person sharing 

$800 single supplement 
(Tour limited to 24 participants) 

 

Tour Price Includes: 
 7 days of travel on a Failte Ireland (Irish Tourist Board) approved luxury coach complete 

with air conditioning and wifi, and designed for optimal visibility as we tour the 
countryside (www.donoghuesofgalway)  

 Boat ride to and from Inis Cealtra, Holy Island in Lough Derg, County Clare  

 9 nights’ accommodation at 4-star hotels in en-suite rooms with amenities, some 
including gyms and pools 

 9 full Irish breakfasts 

 3 course dinners at Quays in Dublin and Lyrath Estates in Kilkenny 

  Medieval banquet dinner and show at Bunratty Castle in County Clare 

 Award-winning Traditional Irish Music and Dance Show “Trad on the Prom” in Galway 

 Entrance fees to the Book of Kells exhibit at Trinity College in Dublin and the Cliffs of 
Moher in County Clare 

 Private tours of the Neolithic passage graves at Knowth, the 12th century castle at Trim, 
the grounds and 19th century chapel of the National Seminary at Maynooth, the 6th 
century monastic site at Clonmacnoise, The Marian Shrine at Knock, the 6th century 
monastic settlement on Holy Island in Lough Derg, the medieval ecclesiastical seat of 
power at the Rock of Cashel in Tipperary, the 6th century monastic site of Glendalough in 
the Wicklow Mountains 

 Personalized folders with maps, and introductory history of Ireland, details about each 
region/city/site we visit, and cultural and linguistic information designed to introduce 
you to Ireland’s rich traditions and global legacy 

 An Eire-Go Tours tee shirt 

 Tour leaders traveling with you: Fr. Mateo & Chris Jeffrey (St Rose of Lima) Francesca 
Winch (Eire-Go Tours) 
 

Schedule is subject to modification based on weather, your interests, or unforeseen circumstances 

 

Francesca Winch, founder and CEO of Eire-Go Tours, holds dual American and Irish citizenship and 

is the wife of Irish-American musician and Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann Hall of Fame inductee, 

Jesse Winch. Francesca has been designing and leading tours of Ireland since 1992.  

 

Éire is the ancient name of Ireland  

and the name still used in the Irish language 
 

 
www.eiregotours.com        eire.go.tours@gmail.com 

http://www.donoghuesofgalway/
http://www.eiregotours.com/
mailto:eire.go.tours@gmail.com


 


