
St. Rose of Lima 
Encounter the Gospel of Life 2019

What is Encounter the Gospel of Life (EGL)? 
EGL is an intense week-long service camp and spiritual retreat for Catholic youth based in the DC area. 
EGL participants spend the day working in direct-relational ministry at a local non-profit and spend the 
evenings in spiritual, catechetical, justice, and leadership-based programing. While we pray at many 
points throughout our days at EGL, we intentionally begin our days with Mass so that we can become a 
Eucharistic community where we may grow as the "Body of Christ" and encounter Christ in all those we 
serve (and are served by) at our work sites and with each other. 

When & where is EGL?
EGL 2019 is located at the University of Maryland (College Park), July 7-12, 2019
 
How do I register for EGL 2019?
There is a new registration process for St. Rose of Lima EGL participants this year. To register for EGL, 
you must complete the form on our website (strose-parish.org/EGL) and turn in a non-refundable $100 
deposit to secure your spot for EGL 2019. Your spot is only secured once both the form and payment is 
complete, and you receive a confirmation email with instructions on how to register with EGL from the 
St. Rose Youth Ministry Office (read more below!). 
 

If I fill out the form on the website & turn in the payment, does that mean my spot is secured? 
For youth participants, your spot is secured on a first come, first served basis. Since we are allotted a 
limited number of participant spots for EGL, your spot is secured as long as you are one of the first 30 
participants to complete the form and submit your payment (you will know if your spot is secured once 
you receive a confirmation email with instructions on how to register with EGL from the St. Rose Youth 
Ministry Office). Once those spots are filled, you will be placed on a waiting list. For young adult and 
adult participants, there is a separate application and list of requirements that you must complete before 
being approved by St. Rose to serve as a young adult or adult participant. Just as we have limited youth 
participant spots, we also have limited young adult participant spots. Each year, we have about 10-15 
young adults who apply to be a young adult leader and we are only able to take 5 young adults to EGL. 
Further instructions for young adults and adults will be emailed to you after submitting your form and 
payment. If for some reason as a young adult you are not selected as a YA leader, you will be refunded the 
$100 deposit.



What is the registration fee for EGL? 
There is a new registration fee for all EGL participants. The registration fee for youth and young adult 
participants is $450. There is a new discounted registration fee of $350 for adult participants. 

How do I know if I should register as a youth, young adult or adult? 
You should register based on the age you will be by the first day of camp (July 7, 2019). If you will be 17 & 
under, you should register as a youth participant. If you will be 18-20 y.o., you should register as a young 
adult participant. If you will be 21+ y.o., you should register as an adult participant. 

I will be graduating 8th grade in the spring, can I participate?
Yes! EGL is open to all rising 9-12th grade students.

I have another commitment during EGL, can I leave during the week and return?
Unfortunately, no. Except in cases of emergencies, all EGL participants must remain at EGL for the 
duration of the week from Sunday through Friday. 

My family is experiencing financial difficulty, is there financial assistance for EGL?
There is limited financial assistance available for St. Rose EGL participants. Please email Molly 
(mherrera@strose.com) in the Office of Youth Ministry for more information. 

What is expected of me during EGL?
EGL is an intense work camp and retreat experience. Some expectations for our all our participants 
include, but is not limited to: the ability to follow directions, respect for self and others, maintaining 
healthy and safe habits, not tiring easily or becoming excessively agitated when tired, enduring early 
mornings through late evenings, willingness to experience new and challenging things, willingness to 
extend oneself beyond their comfort zone (emotionally and physically). Additional young adult and adult 
expectations will be sent in the registration process, but can also be found on the EGL website 
(www.eglweb.org). 

How can I pay the non-refundable $100 deposit to secure my spot?
You may pay the $100 deposit by cash or check (payable to "St. Rose of Lima) by dropping off or mailing 
the payment to the Parish Office (11701 Clopper Rd., Gaithersburg, MD 20878). The Parish Office is open 
Monday through Friday, 9 AM - 5 PM. Please make sure that EGL 2019 & the participant name is written 
clearly on or in the envelope when dropping off or mailing the payment. You may also pay by credit card 
online (strose-parish.org/EGL); however there is an additional 4% credit card service fee charged by our 
provider.

Is there anything else I should know?
Yes! We are very excited that you are interested in joining us for EGL 2019. It is a transformational 
experience and one that you will never forget. There are a lot of other details not covered in this FAQ 
(like: How do we get there? What should I pack? Where will I be serving?) that we will cover in our EGL 
prep meetings offered this spring (don't worry, we offer a couple options for this EGL prep meeting to 
make sure you can make it!). If you have any other questions in the meantime, please reach out to Molly 
at the Office of Youth Ministry at mherrera@strose.com. 


